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Friday 9th November 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents and carers, 
 
You may have heard announcements about the Multiplication Tables Check being introduced for 
year 4 children. The checks will not be compulsory until 2020 so current year 3s will be the first 
cohort to do them when they’re in year 4. The checks are all about remembering the 
multiplication facts. That doesn’t mean we’ll forget all about the concepts, patterns, structures 
and relationships in multiplication. We’re going to be learning those too, partly because they go 
hand in hand with excellent recall. 
At Oughtibridge Primary School we like to be fully prepared and try to make learning as fun as 
possible so it is a positive experience for everyone. We love Maths! It’s an awesome subject to 
learn and to teach. Maths is a big subject and we appreciate there’s more to it than times tables 
and there’s more to times tables than learning them off by heart. However, a lot of the rich, 
interesting maths is all about the multiplicative relationships and these are hard to fully grasp 
without fluent recall of the tables. For that reason, learning the tables is fundamental – they are a 
key facilitator to the maths that sits on top. We’ve always believed that. We’re already in a good 
place with learning the tables and the expectations are in line with the National Curriculum so it’s 
business as usual for us. 
With all this in mind we have subscribed to Times Table Rock Stars(TTRockstars) which is a fun and 
challenging programme designed to help children master the times tables! The children have had 
a launch assembly and have been introduced to the idea. It gives each child the opportunity to 
practice whilst competing against other children if they want. Each child will be given a username 
and password which will allow them to create a rock avatar and play at home. This will also be 
fully supported at school during Maths lessons. 
If accessing a computer and the internet is problematic for your child at home then a Friday 
lunchtime club in the ICT suite will be offered for those children. 
If you have a questions or want to offer your thoughts on any of the above, please bring them to 
your child’s class teacher. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Mrs M.Butler-Shields 
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